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EDITORIAL NOTES 


LORD CHARLES HOPE'S SITTINGS WITH RUDI SCHNEIDER 


Following our preliminary notice of the record published by the S.P.R. 
of London in their latest Volume of Proceedings (Part 131, Vol. XLI, 
June 1933), we now offer some notes based upon a more detailed inspec- 
tion of the record. Lord Charles, as may be remembered, had taken part 
some 35 sittings with Schneider at the National Laboratory of P.R. in 
1929-1930 and early in 1932. He had also attended three sittings at the 
Institut Metapsychique in Paris in the autumn of 1930. His chief wish 
was to repeat the absorption effects of the infra-red rays noted by Dr. 
Osty as taking place whilst Rudi was in trance. 


In arranging therefore for further sittings in London he sought and 
obtained competent scientific help, and was fortunate in securing the inter- 


est and co-operation of Lord Rayleigh, who supplied much of the special 
apparatus used. 


Thirteen sittings took place at 65 Cadogan Place, the home of the 
Dowager Lady Rayleigh, but the venue was later changed to Queensberry 
Place as more familiar ground for the medium and hence more probably 
conducive to a good output of phenomena for psychological reasons. 

Although, on the whole, the resulting phenomena were weaker and 
less frequent than those hitherto reported, Lord Charles holds that they 
“go far to support the claims put forward by Dr. Osty in his report.” 

In the sittings at Cadogan Gardens there were noted fairly frequent 
absorptions of the infra-red rays: whereas most of the movements of ob- 
jects took place at Queensberry Place. The control of the medium, which 
was both manual and by means of muslin screens, “quite excluded the pos- 
sibility of the medium having placed some material object in the ray and 
withdrawn it before a photograph could be taken.” 
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‘The impression given me” says Lord Charles “was that the medium 
found it easier to achieve absorption in the ray than the movement of ob- 
jects.” Absorptions took place when the ray passed through muslin panels. 
But under similar conditions no movement of objects occurred, although this 
had been noted in Dr. Osty’s experiments. 


Rudi is always of opinion that the sitters contribute force for the gen- 
eration of phenomena: but in these sittings the evidence was in favor of 
the theory that the medium alone supplied all the force used. The person- 
nel of the controllers was changed as little as was possible, in order that the 
conditions should not be disturbed beyond what was strictly necessary. 
Fraulein Mangl, Rudi’s fiancée, only attended eight of the sittings (out of 
27) and this fact rules out any suspicion that she might have tried to help 
out the phenomena. 


INDIVIDUAL REPORTS 


Mr. C. V. C. Herbert who took charge of the physical apparatus, 
says he feels confident that much better results could be obtained in any 
future work in the light of the knowledge acquired during these experi- 
ments. The apparatus used is described by Lord Rayleigh in Proc. S.P.R. 
xli. 89, (1933). Prior to these sittings, Mr. Herbert had noted an oscil- 
latory effect of absorption having a frequency of twice that of the subject’s 
respiratory period. The deflections of the ray in the new sittings were not 
large enough to register the occulting substance. He considers that the 
frequency response of the plate and the photoelectric cell were not accu 
rately attuned; and assumes that where the deflections of the ray are marked 
on the photographs they show the absorption of the longer wave-lengths of 
the relative spectrum to which the plate was comparatively insensitive. 
But the experiments indicated that the absorptions were not due to mechan- 
ical fraud. 

In order to increase the spectrum range into the longer infra-red, the 
plates were sensitized with xeno-cyanin and a light-filter used. But this 
slowed the exposure and the usual trouble occurred of a blotching of the 
emulsion,—the bugbear of those who use these fugitive super-sensitizing 
dyes. Plates so treated have to be stored on ice. With the failure of the 
plates, attention was turned to the telekinetic phenomena. A laboratory 
was newly equipped for the purpose in one of the seance-rooms of the 
L.S.A. at Queensberry Place. Unfortunately it was subject to mechanical 
vibration, being on a top floor, over a street carrying heavy traffic, and 
above the lines of the Underground Railway. To overcome this, the gal- 
vanometers were mounted on a heavy lead table supported on rubber 
sponges. 

Mr. Herbert gives a careful description of all the apparatus used and 
contributes photographs and diagrams. Although the infra-red photos were 
not regarded as successful, a number of galvanometer tracings showed very 
definite occultations of the ray. He records one interesting levitation of the 
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table in which he could see all four legs quite clearly and can say positively 
that nothing touched the table on the “cabinet” side. Nor could there ° 
have been anything in the nature of an extending rod. 


Lord Rayleigh offers reasons which possibly explain the absence of 
definite images of the “invisible substance” obstructing the ray. It may 
have had no defined outline: or it may not have been in the ray long enough 
to register on the plate. His general conclusion has already been quoted 
(see Editorial Notes in July number of this JournaL). Lord Charles Hope 
devotes several pages to the discussion of the alleged fraud in connection 
with the photographs taken by Mr. Harry Price. He says that Mr. Price’s 
colleagues did not form the same opinion as he did from these photographs, 
since Mr. Price made no communication to them on the subject either then 
or for many months later. Not even Mrs. De Gernon, the sub-controller, 
was informed. And when, late in 1932, Mr. Price again sought from 
some of his former group financial support for further sittings, he omitted 
to mention the photographs in question. Those who subscribed towards 
the cost of the publication of his report were not informed that in it any 
accusation of fraud was to be made against Rudi. Lord Charles’s analysis 
of Mr. Price’s criticisms of the medium’s behavior is very interesting. “What 
does emerged damaged from Mr. Price’s report is his own reputation as 
controller, conductor of investigations, and critic.” Mr. Theodore Bester- 
man adds a note of cordial agreement with his comments and says that he 
considers Mr. Price’s report can have no effect on Rudi Schneider’s stand- 
ing as a medium. 

Part IV of the S.P.R. publication is given to a Synopsis of the Sittings, 
and this concludes the publication. 


* * ££ KF 


A UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


* * KF KF K 


As Psychical Science is now entering on the status of a recognized subject of 
study and research in academic circles in Europe, it may not be amiss to publish the 
Syllabus of Lectures framed for use in Belgrade University by the Students’ Society 
which has been enrolled for this purpose. The following is the Course of Lectures 
prescribed for 1933/1934. Meetings are held twice a week at the House of Russian 
Culture. Once a week there are two lectures on theoretical subjects, and once a week 
one lecture on practical experimental work, with a sitting. 


(A). THEORETICAL COURSE 
1. PHILOSOPHY. (8 hours). 
Introduction to theoretical Philosophy. 
" to practical Philosophy. 
PSYCHOLOGY. (12 hours). 


+ 


Psycho-analysis. General Psychology. 
Psycho-pathology. Psycho-physiology. 
ESOTERIC TEACHINGS: RELIGION: AND SPIRITUALISM. (8 hours). 
India. Egypt. Spiritualism. Anthroposophy. 


Thibet. Greece. Theosophy. Christianity. 
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4. PHYSIOLOGY. (5 hours). 
Endocrine Glands. Animal Electricity. 
Nervous System. Metabolism 


5. CHEMISTRY. (4 hours). 
Chemistry and Psychical Research. 


6. PuHysics. (8 hours). 
Sound and Light. Micro-physics. 
Radio-Activity. Electricity. 


7. PRINCIPLES OF CLASSIFICATION OF METAPSYCHICAL PHENOMENA. (5 hours). 
Metapsychical Phenomena 
Their Classification and Comparison. 


* * F KF 


(B). PRACTICAL COURSE 


1. CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR PSYCHICAL EXPERIMENTS. (3 hours). 


(a). Outer Physical (b). Inner Conditions. 
Conditions. Mediums. 
Laboratory & Psychological conditions necessary for 
Installations. medium & experimentor. 


2. HYGIENE OF MEDIUM AND EXPERIMENTOR. (5 hours). 
Hygienic conditions for the medium: 
(a) before a sitting: (b) during same: (c) after a sitting. 
Hygienic conditions for various types of mediumship. 
Experimentors and their hygiene. 


3. GENERAL PROCEDURE & TECHNIQUE OF EXPERIMENTS. (6 hours). 
Types of Control Apparatus: 
(a) Physical: (b) Chemical: (c) or other Controls. 
Psycho-technique. Study & Control of Notes and Records. 
Registering Apparatus. 


4. HOW TO RECOGNIZE MEDIUMISTIC FACULTIES. (6 hours). 
Mediumship and its various aspects. 
Psychological Characteristics of the Mediums. 
Anatomical & Physiological Characteristics of same. 
Various Methods of Recognition of their faculties. 


* * * * & 


METAPSYCHICAL PHYSIOLOGY—THE AURA @ ITS STUDY 


Ww 


DEVELOPMENT OF PSYCHIC FACULTIES. (7 hours). 
Conditions necessary for development. 
Best way of development for mediums of various types. 
Control of the development. 


Regular Trance and Pathological cases. 
.e = 6 @ 
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AN EXAMPLE OF MYSTIC MEDIUMSHIP 


By Stewart Epwarp WHITE 
Research Officer of the San Francisco Section 


It is but rarely that the psychic researcher has opportunity to see the 
psychic process from the point of view of the entranced medium. I have 
been privileged to sit in with this medium’s work, off and on, for the past 
fourteen years. She is an amateur; wholly a mental medium; and works 
in trance. She is remarkably accurate, and her communication is devoted 
more to development in spirituality than to personalities; though her work 
in the latter field is also true. As a description of the process of such a 
developed and reliable station, then, this verbatim record should be psycho- 
logically valuable. 

BETTY: “I am more nearly an instrument of precision than I used 
to be. I am wondering if the start might not be facilitated by defining my 
own methods. 

“T ease my body into pleasant memories. I lull it to comfort. I think 
of the wind in the pines; or feel the sun’s warmth,—perfect physical peace 
and enjoyment; entirely concerned with my own body. Life surrounding 
me is non-existent. I know that each side of my spinal column, placed in 
comfort, lie strong, life-sustaining muscles. I will retire all my strength 
and consciousness into that fastness. It is as if a trap door were closed. I 
am within myself: content. 

“Slowly, in that content, there forms an interest, a desire to expand. 
I do not define any more: I feel. I feel that there is a secret exit; some- 
thing awaiting exploration; something highly desirable and exciting. It 
lies in a different direction from that by which I entered, and closed. On 
one side I can dissolve all separateness. Something can flow into me, and 
I can flow out to it with the same comfort with which I relaxed the body; 
only within the comfort is desire and latent strength, release into a well- 
being which I cannot define in words. It is an essence of life, not to be put 
down in lesser terms. Roughly and poorly I have attempted to define the 
old word Contact. 

‘For the: moment I am quite oblivious to active life. Creeping into 
this contact is a new energy; an energy which is unconscious of arms and 
legs, of hands, of ordinary senses. It is a perception which illuminates it- 
self. That is, it brings out into the spotlight of awareness, in more or less 
complete vision according to the strength of the light, whatever it holds 
steadily and interestedly;—whatever it stimulates itself, or is stimulated to 
hold steadily and interestedly. 

“Sometimes I merely enjoy the ebb and flow. It is like music, a 
natural response of tones. Then in my contentment I feel a pattern form- 
ing. I watch; amused, interested, as at a movie performance. I watch to 
be sensitive and ready to pick up the first delicate impressions that come. I 
must pick them up like a dance to music in time with the subtleties; for if 
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I impose my own clumsiness of rhythm, I strain myself and fumble into 
stupidities. 

“Then again, through this same adjustment, after an artistic suitable 
time for establishing myself, I try gently but firmly to present deferentially 
a pattern of my own. I introduce a motif into the music, something of a 
quaint little composition of my own; and if it pleases they catch the refrain 
and amplify it into rich variations. And then,—still amusedly—, I give 
myself to this until I am practised enough and strong enough to repeat it 
back to you through all the different transformations to our rough-hewed 
words. 

“That is the mystic method; the surest, the safest, the most accurate 
and skilful. There are many other methods, with greater facility; but not 
self induced and under control. These various processes perhaps we shall 
picture later.” 

With this process “Betty” has explored far, by what is apparently a 
process of the penetration of spiritual conditions. Her training—again | 
must use the word “apparently”—, has been through actually subjecting 
her to experiences. In the course of these she passed through a series of 
“experimental deaths.” She appeared to go through what might be called 
an average experience in order, as she reported back at one time, to “know 
how to die with savoir faire.” While, naturally, it is impossible directly 
to evaluate these reports as to their accuracy in describing actual conditions, 
they are nevertheless interesting from the point of view of the analytical 
psychologist, not only as depicting alleged conditions, but also as affording 
insight into supposed development methods of a medium of this type. In 
view of this medium’s remarkable and invariable accuracy of insight in such 
matters as can be checked un, it is even possible to accord this experimental 
dying rank as a provisional hypothesis; or give it at least a received-and- 
placed-on-file status. 

“Everything is new,” Betty began, describing the first experiment, 
“The air seems different. Much more work to breathe than not to. It 
seems so awkward and old fashioned. I have to do it because I am not 
equipped, but I can see that it’s a—I feel like an old White Steamer!” 

(Here ensued a long pause, with fragmentary conversation. At the 
end of it she choked and gasped rather alarmingly, and then respiration be- 
came very faint.) 

“Well, don’t stop me yet! How simple! That’s how you get into 
another zone of action, a higher one. You stop taking in this kind of 
breath; tyou stop breathing, and then you just slide over—slide over. 
(laughs) I call that quite a long bounding leap! Very simple. As soon 
as you begin a different kind of breathing, take in a different inspiration, 
it begins to act on you. You are dead; only you are much more alive. 
(laughs) Kind of fun, that experimental dying! Now I've done it, it 
seems so easy. I'll know what to do. I’ve rubbed out a boundary line.” 

“What a curious method of progression!” she exclaimed after a pause. 
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‘I don’t walk; that’s a bodily method. I press forward, or something, by 
a kind of intermittent force on my own volition. I go because I want to 
go.... It is smoother than spurts; but it is no more continuous than steps 
are. When you think of it, it is a current of thoughts that makes your 
steps go: well, here there’s a current of thought that sends you forward,— 
waves of pressure instead of steps. That is what steps are; only here you 
don’t have to have feel for it. It’s the first thing they teach when you go 
over. 

... But I want so much to practice. It’s such fun to go around just 
pulsing yourself forward that way. Breathing is a lot more difficult; I don’t 
quite understand that. It is a much wider, fuller breath, I can see that; 
not the little short panting, smothery thing we do now. 

. Now go slowly. Let me follow step by step. This is fun! Lots 
of fun!” 

At this point she spoke as apparently another personality. For the 
purpose of the narrative we provisionally assume this to be the case. No 
name has ever attached to this personality, so we refer to it as the Invisible. 

“Suppose,” said the Invisible, “you started experimentally pulsing 
yourself around, and you knew how to breathe big, almost aching breaths; 
you'd soon begin to change, wouldn’t you? You couldn’t stay quite the 
same, could you? After having so many different experiences? You have 
had two already.” 

“T want to see what happens to me next; leave me alone,” begged Bet- 
ty. She was silent for some time. “Next thing I want,” she resumed at 
last, “These big, almost aching breaths and this movement combine into 
a feeling as if I were hunting for something, something I want much, very 
much... . I want nourishment! It is an instinct toward substance of 
growth. 

‘Curious, that sort of nourishment; you don’t seem to take it and give 
it up again. It is like atoms of power. You add it to the sum of your sub 
stance. I don’t know how you do it. It seems to be a matter of the pro- 
portion. Proportions act on each other in a creative way, the way foods 
do on cells... Oh dear! I don’t know what I’m talking about!” 

“This goes on quite a while,” the Invisible interposed, “this collecting 
substance. Some day you'll get yourself assembled and begin to function.” 

“Wouldn’t that be fun!” cried Betty, “Wonder what I could do? If 
I could come over and really function 

“Now sight. What is sight? 

“Our sight is such a definitely limited thing, like our reach. It has a 
radius. If you want to reach further, you move along; if you want to see 
further, you move along. 

“Seems to be here a question of your candle-power, not of any definite 
radius. (laughs) Horsepower for the physical, candle-power for the 
piritual—a 45 candle-power man!” 

“Think of a room with one candle,” suggested the Invisible, ‘each one 
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added multiplies the strength of illumination and enables you to see more, 
makes more reality visible. Think of people according to their candle- 
power.” 

“Next time,” Betty promised herself, “Ill try to coordinate and see 
what happens. I wonder if I could work them all together?” 

“Go slow!” warned the Invisible. 

“T feel so started, though!” protested Betty, “If I can only remember 
about keeping my profession in the foreground, and having courage and 
abandon and faith!” 

“Abandon outside of faith would break down all your insulation. 
Abandon in faith,” corrected the Invisible. 

“Think of the fun, being told how to work yourself!” cried Betty, 
“They are slowly and painfully leading me to a comprehension of what 
they mean when they say they won’t work in our terms. It’s to make me a 
better translator. They are not going to translate much more themselves. 
I am to get it in the original by entering into their consciousness more fully.” 

“Tt will be more accurate; give greater scope for explanations; elimi- 
nate much futility; and make a smoother flowing channel,” the Invisible 
ended this session. 

Ordinarily Betty goes quietly into the trance state, with but slight de- 
lay. At the next meeting, however, she was silent for a full thirty minutes, 
during which her breathing was labored and asthmatic. 

“IT am trying,” she said at last, “to perceive and understand bodily sub- 
stance over here. It is fibreless, but definitely cellular... . I don’t know 
what those words mean; I don’t know enough about construction.... I 
have a definite body, and not a vaporous or a fuzzy one either. It is a 
finer-grained substance than flesh. It is not fluid, but mobile. It is more 
sensitive, more easily acted upon, and at the same time more indestructible, 
more durable, more self-protecting. You would recognize in it a refinement 
of matter, a little understood etheric combination. . . . 

“T am getting dizzy.” 

“Abandon in faith,” advised the Invisible. 

“Tt is a pulsing, living body purified of organic frailty, durable, flexi- 
ble, susceptible of more powerful action through susceptibility of sense.” 

“Now hold fast!” urged the Invisible, “Press on! I want to carry this 
through!” 

“The sense radius is greatly extended. It is a definite entirety, only 
unfinished, like a nucleus open only at the top. It is more impervious at 
the sides, more undamageable at the sides; more sensitive at the top. We 
are so sensitive at the sides, so destructible there; so impervious at the top.” 

“Tethered by bodily sense,” said the Invisible, “This is the best we can 
do to give you a perception of the spiritual body.” 

ee 6 8 «@ 


Over a year later, and quite unexpectedly, the experiment was re- 
peated, but from a new and more subjective angle. 
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“Everything has been taken from me,” began Betty in a faint, deliber- 
ate, and solemn voice, “but the residue of my life, what would remain if I 
were to die now. It’s all I’ve got to orient me in the new world in which 
I am just an embryonic being. I am hardly born properly. Every circum- 
stance of life is gone, every higher sense is undeveloped. I am only wrapped 
in my own aspirations. If only I were stronger and more vigorous, that 
would put me more closely in touch with the help and affection I feel 
around me. Thank heaven I have the protection of it. 

“T have the directing power of a little bit of spiritual growth. Oh, if 
I should come into this world without it! Oh, what a nightmare of struggle 
there would be! what a victim I would be of my own rudderless condition of 
soul! 

“That is what they are trying to help us to. I understand now. I 
understand how rebirth will feel through death, and I want so much to pass 
through it with strength and rapidly expanding senses. 

“T am only semi-conscious. There is so much more around me now 
that before I was blind and deaf to. (pause) Oh, I strained to open what 
should be my earth eyes and touch with my earth fingers, and it’s not possi- 
ble! (pause) Helping loving people are around me, urging me to something. 
(pause) I love them back for helping me, and it gets easier. 

(After long pause.) “Now I’m going to tell you what I wish I had 
brought with me. I am so poorly equipped. 

“First, I wish I had brought more selfless development. I must try to 
get these tremendous secrets of living: I must! I must! The development 
of selfless sinews I would carry with me would help me construct a new 
body. | 

‘“Second;—it’s a funny thing now I wish I had—I°d want deep laughs 
of kindly humor to soften up all the struggle and effort and make it more 
natural and palatable. I’ve got some of that: I want more, for it’s fun, 
and you can laugh with everybody over your aches and struggles. 

“Tm getting on. I feel better; much more at home. 

“Then, Third, I want a curious thing that P've got to work for. Grasp- 
fulness, I think. Maybe there isn’t such a word, but there’s no other around 
here. Things I want float right by me, and I can’t reach out and take them 
because I’m semi-paralyzed. I must have paralyzed myself.” 

In subsequent sessions, scattered through the years, this underlying 
idea was extended by recurring similar experiments. The records are too 
long for inclusion here. It is sufficient to say that her reports had to do 
with the establishment of function on the basis of those spiritual possessions 
she had acquired and developed in her earth life. 

“That's cowboy talk!” she exclaimed picturesquely. “* ‘to be afoot in 
a new country!’ . . . Parsimonious living here would put me afoot there. 
That would be very awkward! . . . See what they're doing? They're urging 


us to start the machinery here we're going to use there, so we won't be 
dazed and helpless immigrants!” 
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“There!” she cried triumphantly on still another occasion, “I am quite 
successfully dead! It wasn’t much of an operation! It was a pleasurable 
releasing, quite different from the death-agony idea. 


“I’m here: and quite contented; but I don’t know what to do next. 
I must hold still and see what my emotions and instincts are.” She com- 
plained that she was “lumpish”, like a baby. “Through feeling my lacks I 
am understanding what I can do here,” she observed after a pause. So she 
started out doing what she could do; “and I got a much firmer shape right 
away, said she. “It came right away as soon as I had started out; I must 
have brought it with me. It seems to be mine by right of what little work 
I've done on my private bit of illumination—it is a strong feeling of em- 
bryonic hope.” 

‘““Now you see,” remarked the Invisible, “that when you ‘go hence’ 
you needn’t feel at a loss at all. You can start right in summoning your 
powers even before you get a new body. Just start in and make your own 
functions.” 

“T came over in a blind and unilluminated state,” assented Betty, ““and 
the first function I feel is the pouring myself out. It would get me all the 
functions I needed. If I didn’t do it, I would not have much.” 

Most of our Research, naturally has to do with physical phenomena 
and the evidential aspect of mental phenomena. It is not often that we are 
able to get a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the method of the mystic medium. 
For this reason the above seems worth report to a Society dedicated to 
the subject of psychic investigations. 


* * * * * 


PSYCHIC RESEARCH A PERSONAL MATTER 


By ANNE Manninc Rossins 


Very early in my life I was attracted to what was then known as 
Spiritualism, and I occasionally attended a spiritualist meeting or a seance. 
Still quite early, being then a resident of Boston, I came in contact with a 
lady who since then has become a world-famous medium. We were both 
residents of that city, and friends, for many years. Very soon after my 
first sitting with her the English Society for Psychical Research sent Richard 
Hodgson to Boston for the special purpose of investigating the mediumistic 
phenomena exhibited by this lady, by name Mrs. Piper, and the history of 
her case must be well known to all who may read this article. The scien- 
tists had entered the spiritualistic field, and the term spiritualism was drop- 
ped by those who wished to be known as careful students and scrutini”ers 
of the phenomena. It was my great good fortune to be occasionally asked 
to assist some of these men in their work. Yet all the time I continued my 
personal sittings with this psychic, and, my daily occupation involving much 
in the line of expert reporting, I was able to take detailed notes and make 
full records of my own sittings. Many of those records have already been 
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published, and my hope is very soon to publish the final reports, making 
one consecutive account of the whole as my particular contribution to the 
subject which is now classed as one of the sciences. While I do not now 
and never have called myself a scientist, in the strictest meaning of the term, 
yet if there is any person who simply loves the exact and the scientific, that 
person is the present writer. The advance of science in all directions is 
constantly opening to us new vistas into the Universe, which expand our 
mental outlook and bring new spiritual vision to the soul. Many of our 
learned men of to-day openly admit their belief that those who live on this 
earth pass immediately at death into a 1.ew life and that between the two 
spheres, the here and the hereafter, there may be communication. But the 
point I wish to make is that the sitter at a trance who is ignorant of scien- 
tific methods yet who at all times keeps his mind open, and who is so wor- 
derfully impressed by the phenomena he is observing that he cannot but 
believe himself in intellectual touch with another world, need not and will 
not be influenced, by a skeptical critic who has not had a similar experience, 
to the extent of giving up that belief. He must stick to his cherished ideas 
regarding the loved and the lost who he thinks communicate with him. 
This makes psychical research, as we call it, a matter of individual experi- 
ence and personal bent of mind. 


| propose to offer a few instances of purported spirit return, most of 
them never before published, and let the reader judge for himself as to how 
much if any evidence a case shows. It must, however, be remembered that 
it is the trivial things, style of expression, turn of a phrase, which give the 
most striking evidence of personality, and which can by no manner of 
means be made perfectly clear to an outsider. It is this evidence, as much 
or more than what is actually said, which is the convincing thing in the 
matter of belief in survival. That which is strikingly characteristic of a 
communicator, well known in life, is so pleasing to the sitter that he hardly 
cares for the moment whether it is evidential or not, for he has met an olc® 
friend, and that for the time being is enough for him. It must also be 
understood that the best communications from an evidential point of view 
are those of so intimate a nature that they cannot even be reported if one 
have any delicacy of sentiment at all. 

Let me state here that almost from the very first appearance of psychic 
power in the particular medium from whom my cases are reported, three 
men of prominence as scholars or scientists and with whom I became per- 
sonally acquainted were intensely interested in her phenomena. All passed 
away some years ago, one in 1905, one in 1910, and one in 1920. All have 
returned in more or less brief statements, giving their initials if not their 
full names. At a sitting in 1920 Richard Hodgson was speaking, and I say: 
“IT was in hopes that I might get something tonight in the way of com- 
munication that would be perfectly splendid.” To which the immediate 
response was: “Give us time. We cannot fly in an airplane, as Raymond 
does to catch up with his father’s plans.” This reply was extremely char- 
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acteristic of the quick repartee of Hodgson and, though not claimed as 
evidential, was clearly pertinent to the circumstances in the case, since it 
was that very winter that Sir Oliver Lodge came to the United States on his 
now famous lecturing tour, going back and forth from big city to big city, 
and he was at the moment of this sitting supposed to be somewhere on the 
Pacific Coast. His son Raymond, on the Other Side, might well have had 
difficulty in following his father closely otherwise than in an airplane, un- 
less he was master of some invisible means of transportation still unknown 
to us. 

I had an older sister named Edith who had seldom been even mentioned 
at the trance. She was married early in life and had one son whom she 
named Max. The boy when quite young had been separated from both 
his parents, though not so young but that he must have remembered his 
mother especially. He spent a considerable number of years with me in 
Boston. At the time of this sitting, 1924, he was a grown man residing in 
the West with his wife and children. Edith’s name was mentioned by the 
control, Rector, with those of three other family relatives, sending her love. 
I said: 

A.M.R.: “Give my special love to Edith.” 

Rector: “I will. She understands all. Ask G. about that ring 
and if my boy has it.” 

A.M.R.: “Do you mean your wedding ring?” 

Edith: “Yes.” 

A.M.R.: “Your boy did have it but lost it.” 

Edith: “I know it and that is what I mean. I saw it all.” 

A.M.R.: “You don’t know where it went, do you?” 

Edith: “Water, in the water he lost it. I saw it there—go 
down through—too bad—his father and I hoped it 
would be handed down to the children, but alas!” 

It will be understood that in a case like this Rector, the control, often 
speaks as if the communicator were addressing the sitter directly. The 
facts about the ring are these: When the boy was a young man in Boston 
he was wearing his mother’s wedding ring. One day he entered a hotel, 
went to the lavatory to wash his hands in the marble basin, took the ring 
off temporarily and laid it on the marble. By some accident the ring went 
down the pipe into the water. Of course this fact about the ring came 
clearly to my own mind as soon as the word was mentioned, but the psychic 
never knew of it. Evidential? But what a tale of human emotions might 
be told from these few significant statements, that little circlet of gold 
which means so much, its memory lasting through the years and far into 
the Beyond. 

Some time in 1922 Dr. Hyslop said to me: “Sorry I was fooled about 
so much obsession. It is not true. Take my advice and do not get mixed 
up in it.” I replied: ““Never you fear for me.” I was never even interested 
in, to say nothing of having fear of what is called obsession, but Dr. Hyslop 
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I think was interested in it at one period. He was an investigating official 
of a society and it was his business to deal with more than one medium. 

Toward the close of a sitting held in 1925, when many personal 
friends were making themselves known, a new one came: 

“Kate Kate This is Kate speaking.” 

A.M.R.: “Kate Ellis?” 

Kate: “Yes, Iam Ellis. Head clear as a bell.” 

A.M.R.: “That is good, Kate. You see I was right.” 

Kate: “Yes, but I was stubborn even about Frank. I could 
hardly believe that Wadleigh lived, but I found him 
waiting for me. You were wise after all. I am big 
enough to say so.” 

A.M.R.: “Oh yes, Kate. I know that you are big enough.” 

As I recall she had been mentioned only once before, and then not by 
name but only by characteristics, not being able at that time to speak, as 
it was said she seemed to be in a daze. Frank Wadleigh was the man to 
whom she had been engaged to be married. She and I were friends in my 
first years in Boston. We both began to take an interest in psychic matters 
at about the same time. She pursued them only a short time but she knew 
of my continued strong interest in them. Hence her remarks, “You were 
wise after all, | am big enough to say so.” There is no question of this re- 
mark fitting her character. It may be said that this is only a slight incident, 
yet it is a clear case of spirit return as far as it goes, and spirit return is the 
kernel of the whole question as to proof of life after death. I think I am 
correct in saying that Dr. Hyslop believed that when there is a sufficient 
accumulation of cases indicating the supernormal, even if not strictly evi- 
dential, this fact will gradually sift into the public mind and have its weight 
in making more general the belief in survival. I think most of us can al- 
ready see an approach to this. 

As late as 1925 Dr. Hodgson burst in with these words: “Hello! I 
am R. H. You were never born for idling and it will be your mission to 
assist in the work as of old, only more clearly mapped out. Here I am 
with all forces at work for your future. We forget or neglect nothing. .. . 
Dear me, you are good for years yet. Stick to it and never say fail.” At 
the same time Dr. Hyslop put in a few words: “How is my work progress’ 
ing? Good will, Miss R., glad to see you. Stick to your gums like 
thunder.’ All of which is characteristic of the communicators and com- 
forting and encouraging to me as showing that these two men have memory 
of their own and my former work in this field of research, and that they 
hope mine will be continued. 

But of all the brief communications that came at times from the three 
men mentioned in the earlier part of my article, the one that I positively 
treasure as meaning much to me and as one of those personal tests which 
cannot be explained upon any theory except that they come directly from 
the particular persons whom they claim to represent, is the following. On 
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the same occasion as the above William James said to me: “I understand 
about that tale.... You did no wrong. Amen. I say this voluntarily and 
of my own will. I exonerate you completely. A tale which requires con- 
siderable explanation which must be made short since it involves others 
besides myself. More than fifteen years before this date I reported a sitting 
with another psychic at which W. J. was one of the sitters. Without go- 
ing into particulars I will say that by a few people known to him I was ac- 
cused, as I thought unjustly, of making some remarks which caused a little 
trouble as between these people and the medium. To me it seemed a small 
matter, yet the mere fact of such an accusation rankled in my heart. This 
accusation must have remained in W. J.’s mind during all these intervening 
years, and that such a person, a master mind and a highly honored teacher 
in this life, should have taken pains to return to me for the purpose of un- 
doing an injustice, made a deep impression upon my heart. Again, psy- 
chical research a personal matter. 

As for memory remaining good a long time in the next world, the fol- 
lowing case illustrates this. In 1909 I was reporting a sitting for a lawyer 
whom I had never met before and never saw again. As I recall, he was 
at one time legal adviser for the medium but he had never seen her in trance, 
this sitting being his first experience. He seemed cold and silent, apparently 
expecting something unusual to be shown him or said to him, he knew not 
what. For this and possibly other reasons the sitting was not a good one. 
In 1919 he himself passed to the Other Side, and he must have kept some 
track over there of this mediumship, for in 1927, 18 years after that first 
attempt, he appeared when I was present and remarked that he realized 
in that world how extremely reserved he had been at that former sitting, 
and that if he had not taken this attitude he undoubtedly would have heard 
from a dear one who had passed away. When a sitting is given wholly 
tor the benefit of the sitter, and he has any idea at all that the communi’ 
cators are supposed to have once been inhabitants of our world, it is courte- 


ous, to say the least, to take a cordial receptive attitude toward them, leaving 
judgment for a later time. 


I had a brother who by chance or decree came into this world on the 
day on which I was born. Our lives seldom ran side by side after our child- 
hood days, though naturally we met occasionally all during our maturer 
years. He was an incorrigible skeptic on all matters pertaining to religion, 
though he read and probably thought much. I believe now that there was 
an unusually strong bond of affection between us, for I always felt that if 
at any time I were in special need of material assistance an appeal to him 
would meet with a sympathetic response. He knew of my great interest in 
spiritualism. He passed away in 1914, and it was about six years later that 
he first made himself known through the special channel of communication 
which I was privileged to visit. Almost his first words of recognition were: 
‘Hello! How goes your spirits now? I said one day, you don’t know any- 
thing except about spirits, and that doesn’t amount to anything. I am 
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sorry enough that I did not better understand.” He did make that remark 
to me in almost those exact words. He recalled bit by bit the identical 
place where we were sitting at the time of that talk. It was on the door- 
steps of our early home, an old colonial mansion in New England. I have 
recorded this case fully in previously printed accounts, for in the course of 
a few sittings only he proved himself to be one of the clearest communica- 
tors that I have ever known. May I ask, who but a brother addressing a 
sister would feel himself privileged to make the particular remark quoted 
above, and I think the simple fact of his repeating it as one which he actual- 
ly made in life ought to show in itself at least a strong tinge of evidentiality. 

My experience has been that a real friend or a near relative who 
actually has the interests of the earthly one at heart, never forgets, but 
when once a channel of communication has been opened he lets that fact 
be known whenever opportunity occurs. During the early years a large 
number of such persons passed out of my life, many of whom have returned 
in significant and genuine if not in actually evidential ways. 

Yet all these fragmentary communications, important and valuable as 
they are in any summing up for a final judgment, hold no comparison in 
interest and marvelousness to the long “face to face” and heart to heart 
conversations between two persons, one living and the other called dead, 
which under proper conditions and with the right kind of mediumship may 
and do take place. I must be pardoned for using the expression “face to 
face,” for it is the only one that to my mind represents the situation, and 
which I believe really correctly describes it if we can make ourselves realize 
that the flesh is only an extremely thin veil that comes between the two faces. 
Such conversations, always with the same purported spirit, have been mine. 

But I must state here that this privilege was the fulfilment of a prophecy, 
so definitely made and in such emphatic language that, although recorded 
in full elsewhere, I must state it in brief here. The other participant was 
known in life as “the General,” and that designation has been given him 
ever since. In January of 1900, at a sitting of my own, Imperator, the well 
known leader of a band of spirits, referring to this man, said to me: “We 
see thee and him writing a book together concerning the natural things in 
life and many different conditions of thy life, which will be put together 
in a form of philosophy. It will be so in spite of anything which thou 
mayst think to the contrary.” At this period this man was my superior in 
public office work. There was never any hint from him to me that such an 
idea had entered his mind. In March of 1902, after a long illness, he 
passed out of this life. What had become of the prophecy? It was seem- 
ingly a dead failure. 

In December, 1903, I was bidden by the Imperator group, through Dr. 
Hodgson, to present myself for a sitting. Behold, my former business su- 
perior puts in an appearance, refers to the writing of a book, saying em- 
phatically: “It has got to be. It is a thing that I am bound to have.” Sit- 
ting after sitting then took place in which he was the communicator and 
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I the recipient. I kept stenographic notes of all these conversations and 
sent them, as under the Society's arrangements at that time I was expected 
to do, to Dr. Hodgson, keeping a duplicate of everything for my own per- 
sonal use. Very soon after the latter’s passing in 1905 he returned to me 
and told me plainly that if I wished to publish any of those reports I had 
his permission to do so, and he hoped I would have the permission of the 
Society. This later was obtained. 


ANNE MANNING RossIns. 
* * * * 


AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE 


We have received preliminary notices of the forthcoming publication by Dr. 
Nandor Fodor, LL.D. of his Encyclopaedia, the appearance of which is anticipated 
with much interest. We have every reason to feel that the work will be scholarly and 
comprehensive. The author (an American citizen at present resident in England) has 
established a considerable reputation for careful and exact research. His occasional 
articles in the English psychical journals are sufficient warrant of his competence both 
in knowledge and in judgment to be the sponsor of so important a work of reference. 


Such an Encyclopaedia is badly needed. Nothing like it has hitherto been at- 
temped. Various leaders of the movement who have seen the MSS unite in extolling 
the value of the work. Mr. Stanley de Brath, Editor of Psychic Science, for example, 
says: “I am simply amazed at the amount of reading and research you have done. The 
treatment is thorough, sensible and restrained, and at the same time everything essen- 
tial is well developed... . It is splendid work and will not be challenged by any other 


similar production.” The testimony of Mr. David Gow, formerly Editor of “Light” 
is to the same effect. 


Dr. Nandor Fodor will probably return to America after the publication of his 
work in the fall, and will be free to undertake courses of Lectures on Psychical Re- 
search subjects for the Universities and other groups or bodies interested. The Editor 
will transmit any applications which may be received at Hyslop House. 


The work will be published by the Arthurs Press, Ltd., 34 Bloomsbury Street, London, 


W.C. 1, at a cost of 30s/—(thirty shillings) net. As to the cost and agency for publication in 
America, we are not yet advised. 








LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 
PART XVIII. 


* * & * x 
Sirtinc XLII. 
October 2nd, 1930 


Present: the same group as at last sitting. Time, 8.50 p.m. Mr. Bligh 
Bond placed a crystal on cushion in center of table, and it was re- 
moved at 8.55 p.m. Immediately the table vibrated. The circle sat 
in same order as last time. 

First Control. (C.1.). 

C.l. “LAURA WARREN.” (a former control recognized by Mrs. 

Bigelow who asked “Where did you know me?’) 
C.1. “IT lived at Old Buckingham Hotel, New York . . . I was a friend of 
FRANK TALMAN.” 
Mrs. Bigelow. “I don’t know a Frank Talman.” 
C.1. “FRANK is dead. Was SUSIE any relation to you? . . . I was en- 
gaged to Frank at one time.” 
* oe ok Ok x 

Second Control. (C.2) 

Gave message of a personal nature not recorded. 
* ok ok Ok x 


Third Control. (C.3.). 
C.3. “Name of STREETER, from CUBBINGTON, N. Y....a man.” 


(no more from this control.) 
* # ok * x 


Fourth Control. (C.4.). 


C.4._ “BALDWIN from LITCHFIELD, Connecticut... LARRY... 
I have no idea how long I have been dead.” 
(Control left.) 
* * *& * x 
Fifth Control. (C.5.). 
C.5. “ALBERT MONTAGUE from SUNDERLAND, Mass. . . . Left 
wife and two little boys.” 
Sitter. “How long ago was that?” 
C.5. “I don’t know.” 
Sitter. “What was your occupation?” 


C.5. “Teaching . . . in ALLANTOWN, Pennsylvania.” 
Sitter. ““Was it a boys’ school?” 
Ge. “ak” 


(after a short interval) 
“Had sister ABBIE. I am a college graduate of Amherst. I had a 
sister EMMA.... One of them was married .. . EMMA.” 
Sitter. ‘What was the name of Emma’s husband?” 
241 


C.5. 
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C.5. “I can’t remember.” 

Sitter. “And the name of your school?” 
C.5. “I can’t recall it.” 
Sitter. “What subjects did you teach?” 

C.5. “I don’t know.” 
Sitter. ‘““Where were your wife and boys living?” 

C.5. “They were in BOSTON. ... Iam tall, dark and slender.” 
Sitter. ‘““Where was your body buried?” 

C.5. “SUNDERLAND.” 

C.5. “My crude re-lax expression was ‘a pretty kettle of fish... My peo- 
ple were prominent in the little town. The Postmaster would 
verify .. . (address?) . . . just Sunderland.” 

“T had a little sister who married . . . name not remembered. 
Abbie and Emma were half-sisters. The little one was my own.” 
x # * * 

Sixth Control. (C.6.). Time 9.45 p.m. 

C.6. “My name is WALTERS*. ... I come from the same town... 
Sunderland.” 

(control left, but returned after a short interval) 

C.6. “Oh dear! Oh, dear! Why did I ever thus disgrace my family? 
I was an old lady, over seventy, and used to leave my aristocratic 
people and go to the dives in Tough End. ... My grandchildren 
are highly respectable and live on Sherwood** Road. 

Sitter. “What were their names?” 

C.6. “CARRIE and ELLEN} WALTERS. ... I was tall and slender: 
wore mourning veil always. I lived not far from Old Bill... 
no, I’m all wrong . . . it was the girls who lived near Old Bill.” 

Sitter. ““Why did you go to these places?” 

C.6. “To drink ...I used to drink with the old German women.... My 

daughter’s name was LOUISES . . . the mother of the girls.” 
Sitter. “What was your own first name?” 

C.6. “TI have forgotten . . . I had a colored woman for a friend named 
BELLE TODD. ... I was called very beautiful . . . Mrs............ 
I have thought of my (married) name... Mrs. TUCKER.+ 

Sitter. “Who was your husband?” 


C.6. “He was of no particular importance.” | 
* * #j%# %£ 


Seventh Control. (C.7.). | 
C.7. “TI lived across the street from the beautiful woman.” | 
(control left.) 
* * * OK 


Eigth Control. (C.8.). 


C.8. “lama resident of KEANE: New Hampshire . . . name WILKIN- 
SON ... a maker of blankets.” 


* ** + § { All pseudonyms to cover identity. Ed. 
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Sitter. “What was your Christian name?” 


C.8. “EDWIN .. . a nephew of mine, EDWIN WILKINSON.” 
Sitter. “Is he still living, and if so, where?” 
C.8. “I don’t know.” 


Sitter. “Were you a married man?” 


CA. "ea 
Sitter. “Is your wife living?” 
C.8. “No.” 


Sitter. “Had you any children?” 
C.8. “No... My niece Catherine lived with us . . . CATHERINE 
WILKINSON.” 
Sitter. ‘““Was she married?” 
Cs... " 


Sitter. “Can you remember her married name?” 
C.8. “No.” 


* * %+# %#K 


Ninth Control. (C.9.). 

C.9. “I died in South Deerfield.” 

(Here the sitters commented on the number of New England controls and 

wondered what drew so many.) 
Sitter. “Please give us your name?” 
C.8. “You will not care for any more New Englanders.” 
Sitter. “Who is speaking now?” 
C.8. “GERTRUDE STRONG McLELLAN of WINDSOR, CONN.” 
Sitter. “Tell us about yourself.” 

C.8. “I graduated at Smith College and I married Dr. McLellan’s son, 
of DENVER.” 

(Sitter addressed her in error as Grace McLellan) 

C.8. “My name was not GRACE. My people were the STRONG 
MANUFACTURING CO. of WINDSOR. They manufac- 
tured caskets. My family may recall that I used to have tailored 
suits made from fabric ordered for caskets.” 

Sitter. “Who were your children?” 
C.8. “One daughter.” 
Sitter. “Can you give the name?” 
(no reply to this: control left.) 
2 & oo 
Tenth Control. (.10.). 
C.10. “Has HENRY WATSON been here?” 
Sitter. “Not tonight. Who is asking?” 
©.10. “Tam his sister EFFIE.” 
Sitter. “‘How long is it since you passed over?” 
3.10. “Ages... Longer than Henry.” 


Sitter. “Were you a married woman?” 
5.10. “No.” 
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Sitter. ““Where did you live?” 
C.10. “CARNEY, NEBRASKA.” 
* * 


* * 


Eleventh Control. (C.11.). 
(N.B. This is Henry Watson who offers advice on investments. ) 


*x* *£+ * & & 
Twelfth Control. (C.12.). 
C.12. “I was with you when you were talking “car” with your husband.” 
Sitter. ““Who is speaking?” 
C.12. “FREDERICK.” 


* * * * 


Thirteenth Control. (C.13.). (same as No. 9.). 
C.13. “GERTRUDE... May I describe myself as I was many years ago? 
Good figure . . . rather stout: dark brown hair, red cheeks. Sev 


eral of Windsor will recall me in short sealskin jacket. I was 
divorced.” 
* * * * * 
Fourteenth Control. (C.14.). 


C.14. “I came from LACROSSE, Wisconsin . . . name GRACE ED- 
WARDS.” 


x oe oe ok 
Fifteenth Control. (C.15.). 
C.15. “Name ANDERSON, from TULSA, Oklahoma.” 
(control left.) 
x * * * # 


Sixteenth Control. (C.16.). 
C.16. “Iam a little boy who died in Arizona. Please tell me about the 
State names.” 
Sitter. “What is your own name?” 
C.16. “FRANCIS HICKS ... My father died in Chicago.” 
Sitter. “What was your father’s name?” 
C.16. “FRANCIS. . . I died in Phoenix.” 
Sitter. “What was your mother’s name?” 
C.16. “CLARA... I died ina little hut.” 
Sitter. ““Was yours a case of tuberculosis?” 
C.16. “Yes.” 
(Here the sitting was adjourned for refreshments.) 
* * * * * 
SEANCE RESUMED AFTER SUPPER 


Seventeenth Control. (C.17.). 
C.17. “Iam from a distant land...GRANDPRE ... (to Mrs. X........... ) 


You leave the table for a few minutes.” 


* * * * * 


— 


— 
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Eighteenth Control. (C.18). 

C.18. “FREDERICK” (This was the regular communicator and con- 
troller of the sittings. He wished to give a few instructions as 
to means of conveyance for those attending). 

C.18. “Please do not ride in a taxi unless it is raining.” 

* * * KF 


Nineteenth Control. (C.19.). 
C.19. “DR. RUSH ... You must not expect perfection in table-phases, 


as the molecules are being drawn for materialization.” 
* * + * 


Twentieth Control. (C.20.). 
“Who is an Italian. ... Did Dr. Rush have black whiskers?” 
* 


* * * 
Twenty-first Control. (C.21.). 
C.21. “Iam a little girl named HOWITT from Saint Louis.” 
* * 


* * * 
Twenty-second Control. (C.22.). 


(This one is not through table but by direct clairaudience and vision on the 
part of Mrs. X.......0. .) 

Mrs. X. “A spirit stands at the back of Mrs. van Antwerp—a young 

Jesuit priest who says he knows De Witt Clinton Flanagan.” 
Seance closed at 11.55 p.m. 
x * * * & 
A FURTHER VERIFICATION OF THE “POND COMMUNICATION 

Mrs. Ralph N. Maxson of Lexington, Ky., writes as follows to the Editor under 
date July 16th, 1933: 

“In the May issue, in the “Livre des Revenants,” Prof. Gilbert Pond of State 
College was a control at one time. 

“T have verified all his statements through his sister-in-law, and every one was 
true. We can not verify absolutely the last,—about the trunk of soap carried abroad, 
without consulting Mrs. Pond; but it was in keeping with her disposition. Her 
sister says: “It sounds just like Helen.” 

* * * * * 
VERIFICATION OF ALBERT MONTAGUE (C.5.) 


On the 20th of July the Editor wrote to the Postmaster of Sunderland, Mass., 
as follows: 


Dear Sir: 

I should be much obliged if you could tell me the name of the school at which 
Mr. Albert Montague once taught, and whether any of his people are still resident 
in your town. I understand that he had some sisters in the place, though possibly 
they are in Pennsylvania. I believe he left a widow and two boys? Thanking you 

for the courtesy of a reply, which can be endorsed on my letter. 

* * * *& &* 
REPLY FROM THE POSTMASTER OF SUNDERLAND 

July 21st, 1933. 
“T believe he taught High School in Somerville, Mass., also Pittsburgh, Pa. The 
name of the schools I do not know. His widow, Mrs. Daisy B. Montague, lives in 
town on the home place, both sons are also in town. His sisters are both deceased. 

Yours very truly, 

H. K. HOSKINS. 











CONTINENTAL NOTES 


By Dr. GERDA WALTHER 


The May-June, 1932 issue of the “Revue Métapsychique” contains the following 
principal articles: 

E. Pascal: ‘““Natural Somnambulism.” A study of natural somnambulism and 
the cases of somniloquence occurring still more frequently show it to be closely con- 
nected with artificial somnambulism and hypnotism, so what applies to one of these 
states also to a certain degree applies to the others. Somnambulism shows the same 
anaesthesia and amnesia as hypnotism, sometimes however an alternating memory for 
the things experienced during somnambulism, which are then remembered like a dream. 
Sometimes in the hypnotic state all is remembered that happened in a somnambule 
state, proving both to be alike experiences of the same, subliminal mental state, from 
which the normal consciousness is excluded. This explains why somnambules perform 
things which may be very perilous to them. (They walk on the roofs. Somniloquists tell 
their secrets to others while asleep, though this may prove very disagreeable, to say the 
least, to them when awake) or even commit crames, which also proves their state to be 
real, not simulated, as they would not do such things just for the fun of faking. 
Equally they are highly suggestible. Although they appear to be out of contact with 
everybody in contrast with hypnotised persons, this seems to be only an auto- or 
heterosuggestion, which can easily be broken by different suggestible actions. Som- 
nambulists seem to be entirely absorbed in a dream they are experiencing, so that they 
lose all consciousness of external objects. Whoever seemingly partakes of their dream 
can get into contact with them and then easily influence their thoughts and actions. 

Dr. E. Osty: “Looking back.” Most psychic researchers in their ardent desire to 
understand the phenomena they are investigating, and constantly to improve their 
methods forget to look back upon what has already been done in spite of the youth of 
our science. The 50th anniversary of the foundation of the S. P. R. in London gives 
us an opportunity of doing so, and we may learn a great deal by it, although the hope 
of the founders of the S. P. R. that psychic research would officially be established as 
a science in a few years as yet is not fulfilled. Interesting facts from these times are 
published in a reprint of some chapters of Sir Oliver Lodge’s new book: “An Auto- 
biography.” 

‘+ & + & & 

In the “Revue Métapsychique’ for July-August, 1932 the extract from “An 
Autobiography” of Sir Oliver Lodge is concluded. Dr. Osty begins a long series of 
articles on Spontaneous telepathy and experimental thought-transference.” I will re- 
view this when the whole has been published. 

M.C. de Vesme: “The prophecy of the Monk of Padua’ (cp. this JOURNAL, 
November, 1932, p. 421). The author thinks that according to the rule of probabili- 
ties the chance for guessing the right names was much greater than Mr. Pascal thinks, 
especially as one of the names was Pius, which is a name very much preferred by 
popes, and that of a consecrated pope. Equally he thinks it very difficult to exclude 
the possibility of the elected having known the prophecy.—Then he reports two cases 
in which a future pope was properly recognized in a dream. In the first case Mr. A. 
Fumasoni Biondi, juridical doctor, former consul of Italy in Moscow, staying at a ho- 
tel in Padua at the death of Pius X., dreamt he was assisting at the coronation of the 
new pope not yet elected, and though he had never seen him, he suddenly said: “Why, 
it’s Cardinal Della Chiesa, archbishop of Bologna,” who indeed was elected shortly 
afterwards. Mr. Biondi had never been much interested in ecclesiastical affairs but 
communicated the dream, which proved true shortly afterwards, both verbally and in 
a letters to others.—In the second case in August, 1921 Abbe Gaétan Dall’Olio, a 
young professor at the priests’ college in Bologna, dreamed that his deceased teacher 
Abbe A. Pieralli was visiting him. He said the pope had just elected his future suc- 
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cessor Mer. Ratti as a cardinal, when questioned and further he said the death would 
take place between the 20th and 25th January in the coming year. Mr. Dall’Olio 
feared this might apply to his own death. But in January, 1922 the pope suddenly fell 
ill from severe bronchitis and died on the 22nd. When his illness became known two 
days before his death the dream was remembered among the clergy of Bologna, and 
the editor of the catholic journal there prepared a biography and a picture of Mgr. 
Ratti expecting the other part of the dream to become true also, which indeed was the 
case, so that he could publish a picture and detailed biography of the new pope imme- 
diately after his election before any other paper was able to do so. 


An interesting incident throwing a flash-light on conditions in modern Russia is 
published by Mr. M. Maire in the Chronicle. A professor at a Russian university, a 
well-known scientist whose name however of course can’t be published, who was greatly 
interested in psychics before the revolution, wrote to Dr. Osty asking him for details 
concerning the progress of psychical research in the last years. Dr. Osty sent him the 
“Revue Métapsychique” containing the report of Dr. Osty’s experiments with Rudi 
Schneider. Some time afterwards it came back to the Institut with the leaves cut 
with the following note: “Returned as forbidden to be imported by the administration 
of printed matters.” It is indeed strange to see from this how even savants in Russia 
are told by the government what they may or may not read! 


In the September-October, 1932 issue of the “Revue Métapsychique” Dr. Osty 
continues his article on telepathy and thought-transference——Mr. Andry-Bourgeois 
continues and concludes his series of articles on “The great problems of physics” (be- 
gun in December, 1931) with a survey of modern astrophysics.— Mr. E. Pascal replies 
to Mr. de Vesme’s critic of his estimation of the probability of the Monk of Padua 
guessing the names of the future popes. Dr. J. Regnault (President of the Inter 
national Congress of Radiotellurists and Diviners held from April 24th to April 27th, 
1932 in Avignon) publishes an illustrated report (from the transactions of the con- 
gress) of the “Experiments of divining based upon maps.’ The results were rather 
‘poor. The maps used and distributed to the diviners contained no names from which 
they could gather which part of the country was concerned. The results showed the 
diviners neither to agree in the places where water etc. was to be found, nor to agree 
in the substances to be found among each other or compared with reality as it was! 
known or investigated based upon the statements of the diviners. In an afterword 
Dr. Osty says that in future experiments it would be good to confine each test to only 
one substance (water or metal etc.) as the object to be found. Mr. Demarty, the re- 
nowned geologist of Clermont-Ferrand, intends to continue these experiments, equally 
the Institut Métapsychique has challenged all diviners, alleging his ability to find water 


etc. entirely by means of maps; and to prove this in experiments carried on by tha 
Institut. — 


Mr. M. Maire in the Chronicle gives a short review of this congress which was 
visited by 200 persons representing 11 nations. Chevalier Alberto de Vita, Rome, 
demonstrated with the aid of micro-amperemetres that the resistance of a human per- 
son against electrical circuits is reduced if it transgresses the lines in the level of which 
diviners show a reaction of their rod or pendulum.— 


In the Chronicle Mr. Maire also narrates the case of a former nurse in the war, 
. good astrologer, who was very much disturbed because she had found out by astro- 
logical means that she would suddenly die by murder in two years. She told this to 
her doctor, who tried to comfort her. Indeed after two years she actually was shot by 
in insane patient. (From the “Documents secrets” by Maurice Privat, dedicated to 
Ivar Kreuger.) From the same collection of Mr. Privat is published a report of 
Amminius Marcellinus, showing that Iamblichus even in the 6th century had used a 
ring suspended by a thread over a plate containing the alphabet in order to obtain 
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prophecies supposed to be coming from deceased spirits. In the case communicated 
Iamblichus was participating in a conspiracy against the emperor Flavius Valens. The 
question, who would be the successor of this emperor, was answered by the ring 
spelling out: T. H. E.O.... The emperor heard of this and killed all people with 
a name that might suit the prophecy. Yet his successor was a certain Theodosius.— 


This chronicle brings a warning against an unsigned circular sent forth by an 
alleged “Universal Psychic Research Society” of San Francisco, asking for money which 
is to be used for a prize proving and explaining clairvoyance. For this, $5000 are said 
to be required. The circular also contains the name of Dr. Osty, who, however de- 
clares that he knows nothing about the society and has never been asked whether he 
will have anything to do with it. He fears it is some false pretence to obtain money 
and warns everybody asked to send money in. 


The November-December issue, 1932 of the “Revue Métapsychique” contains 
the following principal articles: 


Dr. Osty continues his article on spontaneous telepathy and thought-transference. 

Dr. E. Osty: “Prof. Babinski and Hypnotism.” If the late Prof. Babinski, who 
had such a great influence on modern medicine, tried to reduce hysterics (called 
pythiatism by him; from peitha (persuasion) and iatos: (curable) (i.e. curable by 
persuasion), as well as hypnotism, to suggestibility and to more or less conscious or 
unconscious simulation, this may have been true to a certain degree. But probably 
Babinski took the result for the cause, as hysterics as well as hypnotism seem to be 


based upon a specific mental state, which very often produces psychic faculties which 
the normal subject does not possess. 


R. Desoille: ““On some conditions which must be observed in the effort of obtain- 
ing deliberate telepathy by experiment.” If telepathy and suggestion have again been 
questioned recently after having been regarded as established, this seems to be due to 
a fault in the technic of experimental production. The agent as well as the percipient, 
the relations between them, and their psycho-physiological state as well as outer condi- 
tions (distance, perhaps atmospherical conditions etc.) must be studied. It is not suf- 
ficient carefully to select the percipient only. The same must be done with the agent. 
One must always ask whether a person is capable of transferring his thoughts at all, 
and in regard to a specific percipient. Sympathy, or at least some emotional relation 
seems to be of great help. We are not sure of the modus operandi, but 4 possibilities 
present themselves: 1. transference from the consciousness of A to that of B; 2. trans- 
ference from the consciousness of B to the subconscious and then to the conscious 
mind of A; 3. transference from the consciousness of B to his own subconscious mind 
and from thence to the consciousness of A; or 4. to the subconscious and from there 
to the conscious mind of A. The agent must try to make the thoughts or images he 
wants to “send” to the agent as clear and distinct as possible by learning to concen- 
trate upon them, excluding all other thoughts and representations. It is very helpful 
if he can produce in himself an emotion of some kind associated with the thought- 
transference: e.g. the agent concentrates on a rose and associates this with the 
conception of the agent. He must then try to combine this with a feeling of kindness, 
or of joy and imagine himself thus giving the rose to the agent, say, on a beautiful 
spring morning This will prove much more successful than the mere imagination of 
a rose. Concerning the percipient, very sensitive women will be especially good per- 
cipients. Among male subjects, artists will be best. It is very difficult to get good 
results with hypercritical, sophisticated persons. At the end, the author describes the 


application of the calculus of probabilities on the results of psychical experiments, 
which he thinks very useful. 


In the Chronicle Mr. Maire reports an interesting historical case of prevision 
(from “Les Grands Procés de IHistoire,” V. series “Le Régent et le Palais Royal”). 
In 1706 Mlle. de Séry (known as Mme. d’Argenton) invited Philippe d’Orléans, the 
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nephew of Louis XIV, who was interested in many things, including occultism, to the 
séance of an Italian magician, who with the help of a little girl, who possessed the 
faculty of crystal-gazing, predicted the future. Philippe d’Orléans asked her to de- 
scribe the death-hour of Louis XIV (which occurred 9 years later in 1715). She 
properly described the royal bedroom (where she had never been), the dying king; 
and other persons among whom were recognized the doctor Fagon, the father-confessor 
Pére Le Tellier, Mme. de Maintenon and the duc of Orleans. In spite of the latter’s 
questions, however, she could not see the grand Dauphin, and the grandchildren of the 
king, while the duke himself was wearing a crown. As a matter of fact, the Dauphin 
and the grand-children died before the king, and the duke of Orleans became regent 


for Louis XV., who was only four years old when Louis XIV died! 
Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 


* * * * 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
“ANIMISM AND SPIRITISM” by Professor Ernest Bozzano 
Translated by Stanley de Brath. Arthur Stockwell, Ltd. 


The setting of this book is unusual. It is based on another work, “Introduction 
to Human Metapsychics” by M. Rene Sudre, which Sig. Bozzano in his preface highly 
commends as an “excellent” presentation of all the phases of what are commonly known 
as supernormal phenomena. He commends this work not only because it shows a 
thorough knowledge of the subject, but also because the author is “a thinker of indis- 
putable talent.” 

On this account Sig. Bozzano thought it worth while to analyse M. Rene Sudre’s 
book and to discuss the interpretation he puts on the phenomena. This interpretation 
is entirely materialistic and, as he believes fallacious and obviously prejudiced. 

The translator, who is well known as the author of valuable books on Psychic 
phenomena and other subjects, tells us in his preparatory Note that he regards Boz- 
zano’s work as “the ablest demonstration of the working hypothesis of survival” that 
he has yet come across. In order to appreciate it, it is not at all necessary to have read 
M. Rene Sudre’s work as its main features are clearly presented in Sig. Bozzano’s 
analysis. It is impossible to do justice to a book of this nature in the brief space 
available for a review, but one can, at least, indicate its importance and kindle a de- 
sire to read it. 

In his opening chapter Bozzano points out certain erroneous statements of facts in 
the work he is dealing with. These errors would not be of serious importance if M. 
Sudre had not drawn from them the conclusion that the “‘spiritist” character of medium- 
istic utterance in trance is due to suggestion based on preconception. A reader will 
readily recognise as Bozzano says: “That the conclusions drawn from incorrect 
affirmations fail irremediably.” It is his own keen sense of the importance of 
exactitude in apprehending and stating facts which makes all Sig. Bozzano writes so 
cogent and effective. 

In the second chapter he presents with full details certain cases which appear to 
indicate conclusively the presence and active memories of the alleged communicator, 
operating through an entranced medium. 

This chapter is pungent unfortunately, the terminology coined by scientific re- 
searchers may be a real stumbling block: for this neither the author nor the translator 
must be held responsible; but the terms require a glossary which might have been added 
as an appendix; without such aid the reader is left to discover from the contest what is 
meant by such a phrase, for instance, as “prosopo-poiesis cum metagnomy™! These 
obscure terms do not occur often however, and in spite of this small drawback, it is 
difficult to see how any careful reader can fail to appreciate the great significance of 
the matter recorded in this book, or how any logical conclusion can be discovered other 
than that reached by Signor Bozzano. One of the most interesting chapters is that 
dealing with appearances seen at death bed. 

Whilst refuting many erroneous statements of facts made by M. Sudre, he points 
out clearly the difference between absolute proof and scientific proof sufficient to war- 
rant conviction. This is an important distinction not always recognised. He says, 
truly, that “we live in the relative, and are so limited by our conditions we can never 
affirm anything in terms of absolute certainty.” (We may affirm our own existence 
perhaps, but can we thus affirm the existence of anyone else, if we should be challenged 
to prove absolutely that others are not figments of our imagination?) 

He quotes Professor J. H. Hyslop in support of the view that sufficient proof of 
survival has already been produced. “The cumulative proof which converges in its 
favour,” wrote Prof. Hyslop, “are so unshakeable that I do not hesitate to declare 
that they are equivalent, or superior to those which confirm the theory of Evolution” 
(Contact with Another World, p. 328). This is the position taken by the author of 
this work and supported by numerous cases which he claims are inexplicable by ani- 
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mism alone, these are drawn from various sources; the effect they produce is very 
weighty when thus read in connection; and they are not only narrated but analysed 
with penetrating insight. The author weighs them as a judge might weigh a case in 
a law court, with the result that the reader is in a position to form a really juridical 
verdict. 

When discussing the efforts which have been made by those who have passed out 
of this life to give us “ingenious proofs,” he says, we may expect these will be “per- 
fected and multiplied without cessation till the cumulative proof becomes crushing by 
which men will reach the certitude of the existence and survival of the soul.” 

But we must not imagine that this certitude will be attained without serious atten- 
tion and effort on our part; and many are too engrossed in earthly affairs and too de- 
sultory to make the necessary effort. In order to derive full benefit from this impres- 
sive book, effort is necessary, but it will amply repay it. 

Whilst Sig. Bozzano, like other reasonable students recognises that animism (i.e. 
the inherent faculties of the incarnate) may suffice to account for a certain number of 
psychic experiences, he claims that it is quite inadequate to explain a large variety of 
phenomena. He lists these on page 56 in eleven classes and in the remaining 150 pages 
ne justifies this claim. 


H. A. DaLtas. 
h s >» * 
“CHANGES IN THE SCIENTIFIC OUTLOOK” 
By Sir Oliver Lodge 
An Oration delivered to the members of the Umon Society of the University of 
London, March 17, 1932. (London. University Press, Ld. Price, One Shilling net.) 
This very fine Address deserves to be widely circulated. It is a noble appeal to 
students to emancipate their minds from prejudice and to recognize that the true 
Rationalist and Freethinker is the man who excludes no part of experience from his 
survey; and who, dealing with the Universe as a whole, faces the tremendous Reality 
of Mind in the Universal Order, with all that this fact implies. 
His own firm conviction as to these implications is boldly stated. 


H. A. DALLAs. 
* ok * & ® 


“THE PEOPLES OF ANTIQUITY” by Caesar de Vesme 
Translated from the French by Fred. Rothwell. 10/6 net. 

Those who are acquainted with M. de Vesme’s articles in Annales Psychiques, a 
journal formerly, published under the auspices of Prof. Charles Richet, which M. de 
Vesme ably edited for many years, will expect to find in this latest work a valuable 
contribution to the study of Psychic Science. He modestly claims that he has not 
aimed to produce an erudite work, readers will, however, consider that he might have 
made this claim. In this and in a previous volume, “Primitive Man,” he has collated 
the results of prolonged and arduous investigations, the intrinsic importance of which 
has been recognised by the French Academy of Science, which has accorded him the 
rather unusual distinction of laureating the work. 

To say that no branch of study can be fairly estimated unless it is viewed against 
the background of its historic development, may be a truism, but it is one which has 
not always been sufficiently realized, particularly in connection with Psychical Research. 
The supernormal phenomena with which this study is concerned have their roots far 
back in prehistoric ages. Too often we hear it stated that Spiritualism originated with 
the rappings that occurred in the presence of the Fox sisters, and the supernormal oc- 
‘urrences attested by modern investigators are regarded as a new discovery. M. de 
Vesme’s work should check these mistaken notions. Of course, the critical and scien- 
tific study of these phenomena could not be undertaken until Science had established 
\ right of way in other fields of enquiry; but there are few experiences of present day 
students that cannot be paralleled in the past. In studying past record it is of course, 
‘ifficult to sift the true from the false, to discover what may be accepted as genuinely 
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supernormal out of a mass of asserted events in an age of uncritical and superstitious 
credulity. This is the task to which M. de Vesme has out his hand, and which he has 
carried out with remarkable discrimination and with an admirably unprejudiced mind. 


The initial volume dealt with the nature and origin of religious beliefs among 
Primitive races; in his second volume he treats the beliefs of more advanced people, be- 
ginning with Egyptian mythology and belief concerning the human soul, he claims 
that the Egyptians had a laudable tendency towards psychological research. He then 
proceeds to discuss the doctrines of the Hebrews in an early stage in their history. 
In spite of the fact that very little is written in their Scriptures about life after death, 
he thinks that belief in survival was not, by any means, rare, that it was held by a 
large proportion of the people, and that this is attested by their proneness to enquire 
of the dead, and to have recourse to “evokers of souls”; although the sacerdotal cast 
prohibited these practices. He discusses the reasons for this prohibition. It is not 
perhaps sufficiently recognized that the law of Moses aimed to maintain Monotheism 
and a high standard of morality and that if the people had not been restrained, both 
these aims might have been frustrated by their having resort to the evocation practiced 
by the heathen races around them; on the other hand, they seem to have been allowed 
to resort to certain recognised mediums, such as Samuel and the prophets through 
whom they were encouraged to “enquire of the Lord” in their difficulties. 


After touching rather slightly the religious belief of the Chaldeans, Persians and 
other races, M. de Vesme devotes the latter half of the book to the beliefs of the 
Romans and Greeks. This half occupies about 160 pages, it must have involved an 
immense amount of study and it is very interesting and informative. The chapters 
on the Oracles and on the cures claimed to have been effected in the sanctuaries, and 


that on “the doom of Socrates” will be read with special attention by psychical research- 
ers. 


Both these volumes deserve to be widely known and no library of Psychical Re- 
search will be complete without them. The English translation of the third volume 
has not yet appeared, we hope that it will not be long delayed; it cannot fail to be 


of great interest. The reader’s pleasure is enhanced by the excellent type and style 
these volumes are published. 


H. A. DALLAS. 


* *& F BB K 

















— 





The American Society 


for Psychical Research, Inc. 


HYSLOP HOUSE: 15 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 
NEW YORK 


OFFICERS 


Wittiam H. Button 
DanieL Day Watton 
Dr. Marx W. RiIcHARDSON 


Tuomas H. Pierson 
Lawson Purpy 


Aes eeeneeeeesereseecsees 


DaNIEL Day WALTON 


i sccsibiientielsenennmtatamanecliel President 
cael First Vice-President 
nal Second Vice-President 
sitisinialbadsananiellaema Secretary 
sssiissianmebadtbeaiiaialaitens Treasurer 

i scssnaivaleintsiaitltadniaanaalaaaal Counsel 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Pror. H. A. OVERSTREET... 
Dr. EpwIn G. ZABRISKIE 
Dr. Epison W. BROWN 
WILLARD H. Coss 


Ae Retiring 
Jan., 1934 


eeeeeeees 


ae eeeeereccesccsessee 


Mrs. ErRNEst A. BIGELOW 


WILLIAM H. BUTTON... 
LAWSON PURDY oeessccccccscssscscssserees Retiri 

CHAS. A. SHERMAN. usssssssssssees one 
DANIEL Day WALTON. Jan., 1935 


AsA R. CRAWFORD 





JoHN PALMER GAVIT 





THOMAS H. PIERSON 


Retiring 





Dr. Marx W. RICHARDSON 


Jan., 1936 





Mr. ALBERT S. CROCKETT 





STAFF 


FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 


Editor 





ADELE WELLMAN 





Executive Secretary 











A. S. P. R. RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
Mr. DaANniEL D. WALTON 


ee Chairman 





Dr. Epwin G. ZABRISKIE 
ProFEssor H. O. OVERSTREET 
Mr. Tuos. H. PIERSON 
Dr. Mark W. RICHARDSON 


Mr. WILLIAM H. Button (ex-officio) 


NEW YORK SECTION 


GOVERNING COMMITTEE 
Mrs. E. A. BIGELOW 


Mr. Daniet D. WALTON... aa MR. E. A. BIGELOW. ...wcscscscsoo | a 
Retiring MIss RHODA MEAD .ecssscsssssusaee | Retiring 
MR. JOHN B. REIMER eeumenne 1934 MR. CARL PERCY .tccsecsnssuensene ( 193° 
Mrs. HARRY STEWART. ssssessss: 


Mr. W. H. BUTTON... 
Mrs. CHARLES G. CorNELL... iii 
Mrs. THos. H. PIERSON........ ~ 























Mrs. CorNELL WOOLLEY... 1936 
Miss ETHEL STEBBINS. 
OFFICERS 
NE NO ee ee RT Ne eee nae REET Chairman 
Mr. ErRNEsT A. BIGELOW Vice-Chairman 
Re I ON sc isnsicicinscsnascinnnctnlabicitinensiiec Secretary 
a a, I is seesincinicnhceinlehenhannansnelanbbaianmmoniniuiih Treasurer 
| a TT Executive Secretary 
ER, TR hei, TUN cis scsthevtonnisesetsinicnenceitbislasieiepciapisaniet Attorney 
SAN FRANCISCO SECTION OF THE A. S. P. R. 
Room 305, Western Women’s Club Building, 
609 Sutter Street, San Francisco, Calif. 
OFFICERS 
Mr. Douctas A. NYE Chairman 





Dr. HELEN P. CRISWELI 
Mrs. ALMER NEWHALI 
Mr. STEWART EDWARD WHITE 
Mrs. WILLIAM M, CANNON 





First Vice-Chairman 
Second Vice-Chairman 


Research Officer 








Secretary and Treasurer 











